
Villager
The

Is
su

e 
3 

• 
20

12

Reptiles of Irene Farm Village 
Visit Kiewiets Kroon
Birding  





The Villager focuses on Irene Farm Villages. The magazine is deliv-
ered to the home of each resident on the Estate. The magazine is 
co-ordinated and published by Estates in Africa (Pty) Ltd on behalf 
of the Home Owners' Association of Irene Farm Villages. The opin-
ions of workers and personnel of Estates in Africa (Pty) Ltd do not 
necessarily reflect those of the HOA of Irene Farm Villages.

Publisher
Estates in Africa (Pty) Ltd • www.eiapublishing.co.za

Estate Editor
Braam Matthee

Sales Manager & Advertising 
Marié-Louise Kirsten - Cell: 078 152 9630  
E-mail: louise@eiapublishing.co.za

Layout
Karien van Wyk 
E-mail: karien@eiapublishing.co.za

JOHANNESBURG OFFICE
Tel: 011 327 4062 , Fax: 011 327 4094,
Now Media Centre, 32 Fricker Road •  Illovo  • Johannesburg

Deadline for advertisements and editorial contributions:  
26 March 2012 for Issue 4 2012.

02 From the Estate Manager

05 Protea Coin Site Manager

06 Birding

09 Kiewiets Kroon 

12 Financial Statement 

16 Reptiles of IFV

18 Review of  The Godfather 

21 Approved Estate Agents

23 Recycling

25 Off Road Thrills

28 Smalls



At van Niekerk

Estate Manager
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All residents are reminded to renew or to apply for a post box by 30 March to prevent 
existing post boxes from being closed. The Estate Management collects the mail at least 
twice a week from the Pierre van Ryneveld Post Office (next to the Spar). The mail is then 
sorted and placed in the private box of each Resident by Mrs Alphia Brand (above) , who 
is a resident in the Estate. Please contact Christine at the office in this regard. 

The Irene Farm Villages is undisputa-
ble the greatest estate to live in. This 
is made possible by the really nice 

people that stay in our Estate. Amongst all 
the day to day events taking place on an 
ongoing basis, some of which are at times 
less pleasant, there is always a positive ap-
proach noticeable with our residents. This is 
indeed praiseworthy. It makes the manage-
ment of the Estate much easier.

It is now a year since I was appointed as 
Estate Manager. As I predicted in my very 
first article, a very big challenge laid ahead 
of me at the time. It was great taking up 
this challenge, but having said that, I have 
to confess that it was indeed a stiff task and 
there is still much to accomplish.

Our own reporter, Ms Tarryn Scales, has 
taken a further big step in her young career 
by taking up employment. Due to a very 
busy programme, she had to abandon this 
additional activity. Much appreciation goes 
to Tarryn. We trust that she will enjoy her 
future career with all the success she can 
dream of. She still lives in the Estate and 
hopefully we will hear of her again in the 
near future. I am now looking for a substi-
tute in the place of Tarryn. Any interested 
Resident is welcome to contact me.

The home refuse in the Estate is currently managed as 
follows: on Mondays the black Tshwane Council bins 
are collected by the Council contractor. On Thursdays 
Remade Recycling will collect all the recyclable refuse 
in the green bins. Every second Wednesday Mondi will 
do a paper collection, using the orange bins. 

The website is currently being revamped with the assistance of Glovent Solutions (previ-
ously Managed Living). By the time that this issue goes out, the new website will most 
probably be functioning. All our residents are urged to make suggestions and recom-
mendations to improve the quality of our website. We are still looking for photos specific 
to our Estate, which can be displayed on the website. To coincide with this, the HOA 
Board has approved a photo competition to be held amongst our Residents. All photos 
must be submitted to Diedre at admin@irenefarmvillages.co.za by 30 April 2012. 

Photo: Simon Smith
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The HOA Board has in principle approved 
a tree planting day for the Estate to be 
hosted by the Estate Management later in 
the year, perhaps to coincide with National 
Arbour Day. The aim of this event is to get 
all our Residents involved. Everyone, young 
and old, is invited to make suggestions on 
how to approach this project, as well as the 
nature, extent and structure thereof, which 
will assist me to submit a well thought-out 
proposal to the HOA Board for approval.

The garden service team has had a busy pe-
riod coping with all the weeds, insects and 
a dry season. The water tanker was used to 
water a great number of plants, where there 
is no irrigation in the parks. The watering 
of the parks needs to be managed sensibly 
at all times due to the ever-increasing costs 
of municipal water, which is used by our 
garden services.

The Chairman of the HOA Board, Mr Braam 
Matthee and I had a very positive meet-
ing and discussion with the management 
of Estates in Africa Publishing, which is 
responsible for co-ordinating and publish-
ing The Villager on behalf of the Irene Farm 
Villages HOA. In principle it was agreed 
that there is indeed scope to enhance 
the quality of The Villager as an upmarket 
magazine hence the new look. One of 
the goals we would like to achieve is to 
publish more household articles written by 
our own Residents. On this note I want to 

www.eiapublishing.co.za

thank Piet and  
Marietjie Beukes for looking so well after our 
birding article, as well as Daryl Hardy on the 
relatively new “recycling” article. We are looking 
to publishing a monthly article on the fauna 
and flora of our Estate, gardening in gen-
eral and also to develop an editorial section, 
where we can have some short input from 
our Residents. The “SMALLS” on the last page 
is an exclusive and free service reserved for 
our Residents to place an advert of a personal 
and household nature. Residents will not be 
allowed to advertise any outside business. 

Residents would have noticed that a number of rocks were recently 
cleared in several parks by Dirk and Charles. This was done to make it 
easier and therefore also quicker to mow the parks in future. The rocks in 
the veld and at the various rockeries will not be disturbed. 

Recently a number of motor vehicles entering and leaving the Estate 
were damaged either by the security booms that came down on to a 
vehicle or the spikes not retracting. In most of the incidents the driver of 
the specific vehicle was not attentive and cautious of the security access 
control systems. Residents are encouraged to be more watchful at these 
control points.

Best regards 
from the Estate Management.

The information evening on the CCTV perimeter security solu-
tion held on the 1st of March was well received by the more 
than 50 Members who attended. Presentations were made by 
six supplier companies, who had to respond to a large number 
of questions put to them by the Members. The HOA Board has 
requested further information on the proposed system from 
the presenting suppliers. Any Member who requires further 
info on the current status of this project is welcome to contact 
the Estate Manager. Members will be kept informed of further 
developments on this project. 
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Marchell Galant 

Security Tips 
• Make sure that all ground floor windows are closed.

• Make sure that all doors are closed and locked.

• Make sure that all vehicles parked in driveways are locked and all valuables (e.g. laptops, wallets, handbags and GPS 
navigators) are removed from the vehicle.

• Make sure that alarm systems are used, armed and in a working condition.

• Be more vigilant in the Estate, report suspicious activities on the Estate directly to the Protea Coin Security Manager.

• Let’s all be law-abiding citizens and prevent crime, register all domestic workers and make sure that they have valid 
ID or passport documents.

Emergency Telephone Numbers
For Irene Farm Villages 

SAPS Emergency Centre                                          
SAPS Station Lyttelton                                                
SAPS Sector 3 Dedicated Vehicle                               
PVR Community Policing Forum                          
Main Gate Guard Room                                               
Protea Coin Controller                                 
Protea Coin Shift Manager                                      
Protea Coin Security Manager                             

10111
(012) 644 8600
071 675 6420
079 528 1630
(012) 662 1688
082 947 7610
082 838 7779
082 300 1835 

Please take note of the new 
procedures to make contact 

with the security 
personnel for any reason. 

Kindly contact the  
numbers listed here:

Protea Coin  
Site Manager

I would like to share with you the 
responsibility of some of the security 
personnel. This is for those Residents, 

who are not familiar with the security 
procedure, keeping in mind that proce-
dures do change from time to time.

Some of you might have wondered 
what the purpose of the security guard 
at the entrance of the Estate is. The duty 
of this security officer is to make sure 
that all contractors are stopped before 
entering the Estate. The security officer 
will refer the contractors to the access 
controller where the security personnel 
will contact you via the Click-on to con-
firm if you are aware of the contractor 
and to confirm entry of the contractor. 

We have a lady (Zannelle) at the main 
gate who will complete a day pass and 
have to confirm entrance of all contrac-
tors before they enter the Estate.

We have security officers that patrol the 

Residents can contact me directly should they be interested in having an alarm system linked to our Protea Coin 
24hr Call Centre in Highveld Techno Park.  Marchell Galant - galantm@proteacoin.co.za  - 082-300-1835

electric fence and make sure that there is 
no tampering or any perimeter breaches 
on the fence. In conjunction with this we 
also have security officers that patrol the 
Estate by foot. Their purpose is to make 
sure that all is under control inside the 
Estate. They also check  if all garage doors 
and side gates are closed. We have found 
that some of the residents get upset with 
the security staff when they are phoned 
at night about an open garage. Residents 
and/or tenants must please take note 
that a garage door that is open is a  huge 
security risk as this  can give direct access 
to your house and family.

I have received a number of questions 
about building sites. I want to advise 
residents that the security personnel are 
checking each building site on a very 
regular basis, whereafter an occurrence 
book entry is made to keep proper record 
of such inspections.
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Birding

I started cubs in 2011 January 19th.  

At first I was so shy but then I real-
ised it was so much fun and I wanted 
to join.  Cubs start from the age of 
7 to 11 and Scouts start from the 
age of 11 onwards. Scout is a very 
nice thing.  You learn a lot of stuff 
from being a Scout. They include 
things like discipline, love for your 
country and fellow human beings, 
first aid and how to look after your 
belongings. We go on camp not less 
than twice a year and we also visit 
a number of places where we learn 
about providing service to your 
country, like working at fire station, 
caring for animals at the zoo, mining, 
and others.

I learn so much from cubs. Every cub 
in our 8th St. Alban’s Group wears 
scout uniform to school on the 22nd 
February to commemorate the 
birthday of our late scout founder, 
Baden-Powell.

That is all about scouts and cubs. I 
am writing about it because it has 
a link with what I am doing in the 
Estate. My family and I joined what I 
call the Irene Farm Villages (IFV) Bird 
Watching Club in September 2010. 
The club is led by Mrs & Mr Beukes 
who are also residents in the Estate. 

for the Birdbadge

Written by ABI MATUBATUBA 
For the IFV Birding Group

Abi is currently a cubs scout (8th Pretoria - ST Albans) at Brooklyn Primary School.  Living at IFV, she 
participated with her family in one of the previous bird-identifying walks we had in IFV.  As a scout, 

she decided she wanted some of the birding badges which a cub can work for.  When  I asked her to 
tell us the story of her getting these birding badges, she sent me this by email and dad kindly sup-

plied the photos.  This is her story – spelling and all.  Congratulations Abi, you did well.  

Once every quarter the club take 
a walk around the Estate watching 
and identifying different kinds of 
birds. It is so much fun to see these 
different birds at different times of 
the year. The walk takes about 1½ - 2 
hours. It normally starts at 7 am at 
the north gate and ends at Mrs & Mr 
Beukes house on Queensway Street. 

Back to Scouts and Cubs now. Cubs 
(and Scouts too) take a number of 
exams (assessment) to demonstrate 
knowledge of and competency 
in various skills. These are mostly 
survival or life skills. They include 
knowledge of aircraft, birds, fish-
ing, boating landscaping, garden-
ing, cooking, camping, computer, 
geology and many more. As a form 
of advancement in scouts or cubs 
one gets a badge on completing 
each assessment. They are called 
interest badges because you pick 
and choose which ones you want to 
do at your own pace. I have already 
earned 11 cub badges within one 
year of joining the cubs (and I am 
getting three more on the 3rd March 
2012). One of those I already have 
is for birding. I must admit that be-
cause of my membership in the IFV 
Bird Watching Club getting my bird-
ing badge was an easy walk in the 
park. To get the badge it required 
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me to, among others, i) identify five 
different kinds of birds that live in 
Southern Africa; ii) show the exam-
iner that I know three birds by their 
call or song; iii) feed birds that are 
not in captivity, and tell the exam-
iner which ones I was able to attract; 
and iv) draw and colour a bird which 
belongs to my locality. That’s real 
fun, especially feeding the birds in 
our garden. As a result my two little 
sisters and I have developed a new 
hobby of feeding and watching wild 
birds in our garden every weekend. 
Even our parents have now accepted 
that wild birds’ food is a regular item 
in our groceries. It makes you feel 
part of nature to have these birds 
hovering over our garden walls and 
trees even before we come out with 
their food. Thanks to Mrs and Mr 
Beukes for consistently 
encouraging us to 
take part in bird 
watching. Next time 
they organise a walk I hope to see 
everyone in the Estate taking part.

We stay at 50 Queensway, IFV.  If you have a story to 
share or are just interested in birds and birding, give 
us a shout or come around and introduce yourself.

Piet and Marietjie 082 433 0900
pietbeukes@gmail.com
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By Alexandra Kennedy

attract international 
accolades

Set on 16 hectacres of the scenic Kameeldrift Valley, Kievits Kroon is a convenient 
getaway for couples and families with children older than 14 years of age.

A mere 45 minutes from Sandton, off 
the N1 freeway, you will find Kievits 
Kroon, the ultimate destination for 

those wanting to escape city life – and for 
corporates looking for a unique business 
experience.

Winner of the World Luxury Hotel Awards 
in 2010 and 2011, this prestigious hotel was 
also named winner in the Large Country 
Style Retreat category in the AA Travel 
Guides American Express Accommodation 
Awards for the last 2 years and for the last 3 
years, the hotel further received accolades 
from the Diners Club International Wine List 
of the Year Awards. There must be some-
thing about this place that has attracted 
so much attention, so Alexandra Kennedy 
decided to go and see for herself. 

Approaching along a tree-lined avenue of 
trees, you arrive at the main Cape Dutch 
building that is surrounded by magnificent 

gardens. The accommodation is luxurious 
and the facilities are superb. One of the 
main attractions, of course, is the Wellness 
Spa that offers a wide range of delightful 
and decadent spa packages, including a 
Bliss package, a Glow package, a Serenity 
package and a fabulous moms-to-be pack-
age with relaxing treatments.

ROMANCE IS IN THE AIR
A short break at Kievits Kroon is a wonderful 
way to spice up your relationship with your 
loved one. Their Wow Weekend package 
includes two nights’ luxurious accommoda-
tion, a buffet dinner on one evening and a 
6-course food and wine pairing dinner in 
their Granita Signature Restaurant on the 
other. A choice of relaxing spa treatments is 
included, as are the sumptuous breakfasts 
in Kingsley’s Restaurant.

On Sunday afternoons, Kievits Kroon offers 
their Winelands Unwind half-day spa 
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package. This includes a five course Sunday 
lunch followed by a half day Theravine Spa 
session - perfect for chasing away the ‘pre-
busy week ahead’ blues.

They also have a True Romance Package 
and a Decadent Spa Package – the latter 
available at an affordable rate from Mon-
days to Thursdays.

For more information 
visit their websites: 

www.kievitskroon.co.za 
and www.granita.co.za

LEISURE ACTIVITIES
If you’re into board games, you can play 
chess on the giant chess board, followed 
by Martinis on the Library Bar patio. There’s 
also lawn croquet that can be played 
amongst the landscaped gardens. Close by, 
you can play golf at one of three local golf 
courses, visit the Cullinan Diamond Mine, 
go hot air ballooning, visit a cultural village 
and shebeen, or go on a horse back safari.

In keeping with its upmarket status the 
management recommends smart casual 
dress for all visitors and guests.

perfect for chasing 
away the ‘pre-busy 
week ahead’ blues
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IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Summary Income Statement 
February 2012

February 2012                    Year to Date                YTD Variance 
Actual              Budget  Acutal            Budget  Value              %

Financial Statement 
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Office Address:  Sovereign Drive, Route 21 Corporate Park
Accounting Office Hours: 8:00 to 13:00 Monday to Friday
Office Tel:   082 780 0059
Accounts Email:  accounts@aams.co.za
IFV Accounts:  Winny Boshoff

Account Ability

IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Summary Income Statement 
February 2012

February 2012                    Year to Date                YTD Variance 
Actual              Budget  Acutal            Budget  Value              %
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Reptiles
of Irene Farm Village

Reptiles
Text and Photography:  

Johan Marais, Reptile Ventures

Rapid urbanisation of the Highveld quickly displaced a great deal of habitat 
but some creatures have managed to adapt or are quite secretive and easily 

overlooked. This is certainly the case with reptiles. 

A variety of snakes, including 
some dangerous ones, lives 
within the Estate and may be en-

countered from time to time. The most 
prominent dangerous snake in the area 
is the Rinkhals, a cobra-like snake that is 
largely active during the day, usually fa-
vours a specific hole in the ground from 
where it will hunt and invariably bask 
close to it. When cornered, this snake 
may spread a hood; spit its venom and 
even bite. Another form of self-defence 
is for the snake to “play dead” and it 
does so quite convincingly. It is eas-
ily identified as it invariably spreads a 
hood, is dark grey to black above and 
below and has two or three white bars 
on the chest.

Rinkhals from  
Gauteng Highveld

Bitis arietans (Puff Adder) from 
near Louis Trichard, Limpopo.

We are marginally within the distribu-
tion of the Puff Adder, an extremely 
dangerous snake largely because of its 
habit of relying strongly on its excellent 
camouflage. This snake tends to remain 
perfectly still and there is always the 
danger of someone stepping on one. 
Puff Adders are short and stubby 
snakes with a triangular head distinct 
from the neck and have chevron mark-
ings down the back. They love bask-
ing in the sun and move about in the 
evening.
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Johan Marais is the author of the best-selling book 
A Complete Guide to Snakes of Southern Africa and A 
Guide to Snakes and Snakebite in Southern Africa. He 
owns Reptile Ventures, a company that does snake 
awareness and snake handling courses.

Johan can be contacted on: Cell: 082 494 2039;  
e-mail: johan@reptileventures.com

The Snouted Cobra and Mozambique Spitting Cobra 
occur close to Irene but it is unlikely that they will be 
found within the complex. The Night Adder, though 
not considered deadly, is quite common in the area 
and can be identified by the distinct V-marking on 
its head. Despite the common name they tend to be 
more active during the day.

Although no other potentially lethal snakes occur 
here naturally, there is always the danger of people 
accidentally bringing back a “hitch-hiker” when re-
turning from their holiday, especially when transport-
ing plants or fire wood.

The harmless snakes include the Brown House Snake, 
Aurora Snake, Herald Snake, Common Egg-eater and 
a few more. Many of these snakes are nocturnal and I 
have come across some of them while jogging in the 
complex. Some feed on rodents but others, like the 
Herald snake, feed on frogs and may be attracted if 
there are many frogs around, especially at fish ponds.

With regards to lizards, the most common is the 
Speckled Rock Skink. They are quick to inhabit a 
garden and, being insectivorous, are great to have 
around. Unfortunately many of these attractive lizards 
are killed by domestic cats. Dwarf Geckos, also active 
during the day, can be seen on plants and are quick-
moving, chasing after small insects, including ants.

Tortoises do not occur within the complex but escap-
ees are seen from time to time. Do bear in mind that 
all indigenous reptiles are protected and permits are 
required to keep any of them. 

Regarding snakebite or any other medical emergen-
cies, the closest hospital with an ICU is Mediclinic 
Kloof and their 24-hour emergency number is 012 367 
4076. More than 98% of snakebite victims that reach a 
hospital within an hour or two survive. It is important 
to keep a snakebite victim calm and arrange transport 
to a hospital immediately.

Should you come across a snake within the complex 
you are welcome to call me for its safe removal. You can 
also send me photographs for quick identification.

Night Adder

Brown House Snake

Red-lipped or Herald Snake 
from Vredefort, Free State



In South Africa, the country of braaivleis, a good 
steak is pretty easy to come by. But an outright-
best-steak-you’ve-eaten-in-your-life kind of 

steak? Now that’s a rarity. And I don’t know about 
you, but when I eat out, efficient and friendly 
service makes my food taste so much better. It’s not 
often you’re guaranteed excellent service and food 
to match but at the culinary institution that is The 
Godfather in Centurion, you most certainly are. 

An institution? Well, considering it’s been owned 
and managed by Janet and Steve Kobrin since 
1991, anyone who’s been to this eatery in the then 
Verwoerdburg Stad, now in suburban Centurion, 
will know just what I’m talking about. There is 
something to be said about a restaurant that is 
run by its owners. A personal touch goes a long 
way in providing excellent service and Janet is an 
incredibly friendly and attentive host. 

Right in the beginning of the menu, Janet and 
Steve have written a welcome note for you to read. 
One part that struck me said: “The aim of each 
person at the Godfather is to provide you with a 
memorable dining experience, with management 
always on hand to see to your needs and to 
ensure that the food is prepared to the highest 
standards…”  These are big words for any business 
in the hospitality industry, but believe me when 
I say that Janet and Steve and their wonderfully 
friendly and efficient staff members have got it spot 
on!

Our waiter Johan introduced himself as soon as we 
sat down and we didn’t have to wait even a minute 
for our menus. It’s such a pleasure to be greeted by 
a friendly and well-dressed waiter who really knows 
his stuff. 

We ordered drinks from the very comprehensive 
drinks menu and while I only drank beer – I had 
a Stella, which is rarely found on drinks menus 
in Pretoria – I did have a look at the deliciously 
detailed wine list. Each bottle of wine listed on 
the menu is John Platter-rated and is paired with 
suitable dishes on the menu. This is a fabulous way 
to lead diners towards an even more satisfying 
combination of food and wine. 

The 
GODFATHER
restaurant
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While our mouths were watering for the steaks we knew we’d 
order, we decided to try the garlic and cheese snails starter 
to kick start our appetites. There was just the right amount of 
garlic and the perfect amount of cheese and once the snails had 
been devoured, we used the fresh rye bread to scoop out the 
remaining sauce. 

And then the arrival of our main course. Having eaten at The 
Godfather a number of times in the past, I knew what to expect. 
But as always, the thrill I get when I cut through that perfectly 
grilled, medium rare, 220 gram fillet steak, takes me by surprise 
every single time.

The fillet steak – and all the steaks in actual fact – at The 
Godfather are so succulent and cooked to perfection that the 
old saying “cuts like a hot knife through butter” very accurately 
describes just how tender the steaks are. Each main dish is 
accompanied with a side of vegetables and a starch of your 
choice. I chose mashed potatoes and I have to say that I have 
never, ever enjoyed mashed potatoes this much. My husband 
ordered the New York Sirloin and rice and I think it took him all of 
three minutes to devour it while I savoured every single gram of 
mine. Oh to enjoy the perfect bite: a square inch of fillet smeared 
with a forkful of mash… heaven. 

When I’d finally finished my meal a good 15 minutes after my 
husband’s plate had been cleared away, I sat back in my chair, 
appetite sated and very proud of the fact that the steak “didn’t 
beat me!” I said as much to Johan as he took my plate away. He 
laughed at me and said, “yes, but it was only a ladies’ steak!” 

For the non-meat eaters, The Godfather has a very vast menu and 
you’re guaranteed to have your taste buds tickled regardless of 
your food preference. 

Sadly, this time we didn’t have room for dessert but Janet 
did send us a round of complimentary shooters. They were 
delicious-looking chocolate things that tasted even better than 
they looked. I think they were chocolate vodka shots and were 
certainly the perfect end to a romantic dinner for two. 

The Godfather is a must-visit for everyone living in the Gauteng 
area. You will not be disappointed. 
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annetjie.benadie@leapfrog.co.za

Office:  012 644 8300 
Fax:  012- 664 6790

Agent:  Leonie van der Sande 
Cell:  072 6300 857 

leonie.vandersande@pamgolding.co.za  

Principal: Nina Antoniou
Agents: Nina Antoniou &

Praxia Nathanael Cell:
Nina 082 963 1994

Cell: Praxia 072 222 9992
Office: 012 667 3692 Fax: 086 617 0516

Principal : S.J. van Wyk
Cell:

Cell: Lola Casey 083 437 9722
Office: Fax:

Ansa Swart Cell: 082 461 0465

012 667 2167 012 667 3566

Principal: Charmain Coetzee
Office: 012 644 8300 Fax: 012 664 6790

Agent: Suzette Deacon
Cell: 084 506 6497

suzette.deacon@pamgolding.co.za

Principal agent:
Machelle Henning-Walker

082 789 7888
Fax: 086 614 0153

www.rmrealtors.co.za
E-mail: machelle@rmrealtors.co.za

Kiewiet

Principal: Leane Graaff
Agents: Leane Graaff

Cell: 083 457 3184
Office: 012 662 5609

Fax: 086 641 8111
Email: lgestates@absamail.co.za

Principal: Ana Forssman
Tel: 076 763 2483

email: ana.realtyworx@yahoo.com

Jonathan Koen
Cell: 073 206 3877 Fax: 086 523 1748
E-mail: superiorrealty@telkomsa.net

•

Lizette van Staden
074 148 3949

(National FET Certificate NQF4: Real Estate)

Email: lizette.vs@mweb.co.za
Fax: 086 516 4308

Area agent: Rietvlei, Rietvalleirand, Irene, Woodlands.

Principal: Joanie La Grange
Agents: Annetjie Benadie

Annetjie Cell: 082 555 7490
Office: 012 348 1940
Fax: 012 348 1107

Approved Estate Agents
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RECYCLING

For more information visit  

www.theglassrecyclingcompany.co.za

Just one ton of waste glass (cullet) will generate one ton of 
new glass. In contrast, it takes about 1.2 tons of raw material 
to manufacture one ton of new glass.

Which makes glass 100% recyclable – so why waste!!

• Recycle all glass containers including alcoholic beverage and soft drink bottles. 
But not just beverage bottles. Jars that hold food and other household items are 
also recyclable.

• Be aware of what is recyclable and what is not. For example, a light bulb, 
crockery and cookware such as “pyrex” are NOT recyclable. Neither is plate 
glass (window panes) and nor are computer and TV screens or laboratory glass. 
The windscreens and windows from a car are also NOT recyclable. They have 
different properties that can contaminate a recyclable load of glass.

• Find a glass bank in your area. D’Afrique Fairtrade Foundation, 5 Main Road 
(Station) Irene.

• In South Africa, it is not necessary to wash glass before placing it into a glass 
bank – the cork, lid and any other packaging label do not have to be removed.

• It is not necessary to separate different coloured glass into separate banks.
• Be careful when handling broken glass as it could be sharp.
• Vusa says, “Be wise about waste! Reduce, reuse and recycle”.
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thrills

Having had the nerve-racking 
experience of slip-sliding sideways 
through mud in an automatic car 

that was trying desperately to change 
gear as we headed uncontrollably towards 
a deep ditch, I have developed a great 
respect for those that take on the challenge 
of offroading. After my hair raising experi-
ence, I realised that before one heads off 
into the bundu, it’s a good idea to get some 
practice. Conveniently, there’s a 4x4 train-
ing ground almost on our doorstep that 
provides that very facility.

Laid out over 3,5km, on 11ha of fallow land, 
it is known as the Land Rover Experience 
Kyalami and you’ll find the entrance just 
after the Lonehill Boulevard turnoff, as you 
travel north on Main Road. Of course, if you 
already own a Land Rover, the chances are 
that you have been through their circuit. 
But if not, taking one of their courses would 
be well worth the exercise.

I joined a group one Thursday morning – 
some were in their own vehicles, some used 
the Land Rovers supplied by the organisers. 
I was given the privilege of driving a Range 
Rover Sport (that retails at R905 500). The 
instructors are all well versed in the techni-
cal and mechanical aspects of the vehicles 
and I soon discovered why. Understanding 
the capabilities of the 4x4 is probably 80% 
of what it’s all about.

Before getting stuck into driving the trail, 
we were given a detailed lesson on how 
various 4x4s are constructed. Some vehicles 
are more rigid, while others have the ability 
to compensate for the unevenness of the 
terrain. Each has its own advantages and 
disadvantages – something that we were 
able to appreciate as we did the course.

The first exercise was to traverse a 25 de-
gree Side Tilt. We then learned how to drive 
steep inclines as well as practise a failed 
hill climb, completing these seemingly 
impossible inclines and declines with the 
aid of Hill Descent Control – an electronic 
system that uses the vehicle’s ABS brakes 
to safely descend in the majority of off road 
conditions. After that, we went on to tackle 
a water crossing, followed by a mud bath, 
a rocky obstacle course and finally a sand 
stretch.

Water ride 

Rocky ridge

Registration office

Off road 4x4 driving tests not only 
one’s driving skills, but one’s instincts 
and one’s ability to trust the vehicle.

25 degree Side Tilt

By Bev Hermanson



Some of the interesting tips that I picked 
up were:

No, you can’t drive with your bonnet 
submerged under water just because you 
have a chimney-like snorkel that makes 
you look cool. Why? Instructor Liam Wilson 
explains: There’s a lot of computer gadgetry 
situated fairly low down on the vehicle, so 
the highest one should allow the water to 
go is about 50cm, otherwise the computer 
equipment will be damaged. That snorkel is 
to suck clean air into the system – if your air 
intake is just behind your front wheel, you’ll 
be sucking in a lot of dust when you travel 
on dirt roads.

No, you can’t just launch into any old river 
because you have a 4x4. Liam says: You 
must get out and walk through the water 
on both sides where your wheels will 
be going. Also check the middle for any 
raised obstacles that could catch on your 
undercarriage. Much like diving, vehicles 
have a buoyancy problem. The lighter the 
vehicle, the quicker it will begin to float. 
And if the current feels as though it could 

push you over, imagine what it would do 
to the greater surface of your vehicle – so if 
you feel that the current is too strong, turn 
around and find another way.

Traversing a side slope can be very danger-
ous. The chances of recovery once your 
4x4 starts to flip are very slim. Only a well 
trained driver would be able to execute 
such a recovery. If there is enough space, 
rather try to go around such an angle.

The Land Rover Experience courses are fun 
and can involve the whole family. After the 
course is completed everyone gets to go 
next door to the restaurant for lunch and a 
chance to swop stories – about the best 4x4 
tracks to drive on, the differences between 
the vehicles and lots of other tall and/ or 
exciting tales.

Know that you’re keeping good company 
when you consider that these courses 
are used to improve the skills of police 
forces, the military and other well known 
organisations.  For more information visit: 
www.4x4experience.co.za.

Liam Wilson chats to the group

Steep incline
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Police Emergency   10111
Lyttelton Police Station       012 664 8600
Pierre van Ryneveld   
Community Policing Forum       079 528 1630

Security at Gates       012 662 1688
Guard House Main Gate (Smart Village):      42831
Guard House North Gate (Smart Village) :    42832 
Protea Coin Shift Manager        082 838 7779
Irene Farm Controller       082 947 7610

Fire Emergency  10177
Medical Emergency 082 911

Irene Farm Villages:
Estate Office  012 662 3505/5601
Estate Manager  079 525 9281

Managing Agent:  Tel: 082 780 0059
Account Ability  Fax: 086 671 9798
   info@aams.co.za           

HOA Board Members:
Braam Matthee     •   Corné Nell    •    Leon Saunders

BRAAIWOOD FOR SALE
All bags are 7kg+. Sekelbos/Rooibos & Kameeldoring @ 
R15-00 per bag. Deliveries on Fridays in IFV and Pierre van 
Ryneveld for orders of 50+ bags. Delivery can be split 
delivery between different addresses to make up 50+ 
bags.Payments by EFT of COD. Sms adress plus quantity to 
082 500 2024 by latest 12h00 on Thursdays or phone  071 
691 7896 to order.

Woof Walkies & House-sitting, Irene Farm Villages -Call 
Wes: 071 885 4646

Professional Picture Framing at your doorstep. For all your 
framing requirements call Karin on 0824565241
for an appointment.  

QUALITY MEAT PACKS/SPIT BRAAI’S Top quality meat packs 
(weekly/monthly) delivered to your door.Free delivery IFV 
residents.Affordable spit braai;s book now.DIY or WE come 
and do it for you! We also do PLATTERS! Biltong and Droë-
wors at factory prices. Call Werner 0739295707

Party & Function hire. 
Cutlery, crockery, glassware, linen, chairs, tables, jumping 
castles, kids tables & chairs
FREE delivery in Irene Farm Village. www.absolutehire.co.za. 
012 662 5803. Carien 

Reliable house keeper looking for work on Tuesdays & 
Thursdays. Very thorough and fast worker that comes highly 
recommended. 
For reference contact Marnus  072 732 6893
Lindiwe Selemane 071 293 3500

Specialised Kinesiologist can assist with stress, pain, 
insomnia, diet, allergies, etc. Call 083 469 4360. www.
gillianoshea.com

CLEANING – We specialize in cleaning of carpets, uphol-
stery, leather, windows, major once off cleaning and pest 
control call ALTOKLEEN on 082 395 6449

Scary reality – almost all the meat, fruit and vegetables 
your family consumes is either tainted with pesticides, 
hormones or GM material. 
Want to know more? Email gillianosheamail@gmail.com. 
We will be selling organic and free range food from the 
Irene Market from February 2012.
Come and visit our stall, buy clean fresh food for a 
healthier 2012.

Reliable DIY Handyman available for painting, sanding, 
varnishing jobs in IFV. 
Can also do welding, plumbing, tiling, and damp proofing 
etc. Resides in IFV and 
has own Tools and Equipment.  Please call after 16h00 to 
discuss your 
DIY/maintenance needs: 083 2461 425

Miglio Jewellery:  2012 range now available!  Large variety 
of colour.  New ring designs.  Affordable and vibrant, suit-
able for all ages.  Vouchers available.  Contact Jackie on 
084 658 9145

The Village Training Squad: Get rid of the extra festive 
season weight.Join our group for Outdoor exercises to 
improve fitness, muscle tone and overall wellbeing. Classes 
are presented by a qualified Biokineticist. Phone Etresia 
0833522089

Cellular repairs: We do repairs to all types of cellphones. 
We specialize in Nokia and Blackberry handsets. Expe-
rienced technician with latest repair equipment. Free 
quotes! Pick up and delivery can be arranged. Contact 
Neil: 082 495 1782

Manoko Laundry: We are still available for those people 
who really need help in washing and  ironing. We have a 
special on Blankets for washing and drying. It is very nice 
to wash blankets in summer and put them away while they 
are fresh. From 7hr to 5hr (week days)

Gardner wanted: I am looking for an experienced and reli-
able gardener to work at our home in Irene Farm Villages 
one day per week. A week day is preferable. Contact 
Carolyn at 0837124056

Revive Lash and Nail Studio  Come and spoil yourself 
with  Lash Extensions or a new set of nails.  Specialising in 
Biosculpture Gel, Acrylic Dip and Calbrook Gel. For an ap-
pointment, please phone Charmaine 082 5525 278
After Hour appointments also available

EQual Zeal Centurion Presents Babies & Toddler Workshops 
in IFV.  Morning & Afternoon classes available! Who should 
attend moms, nannies, au pair/care givers. We start from 
as early as 3 months old and promote and enhance 
healthy emotional, social and sensory intelligence! Con-
tact christa@equalzeal.com for more info!

Events VENUE at Centurion Rugby Pub. Looking for a 
venue to host Work or Private Functions, Customer Entertain-
ment, Team building or Sports days. 
We have the perfect venue: BOMA facility or PUB with 
surrounding patio. Contact Riana Jagga (082 879 1002 / 
rianaj@goalnet.co.za).

Graco automatic Baby Swing FOR SALE, negotiable on 
price. Contact: Melanie 082-655-7533

Avon products available from Chantel, 083 859 8917 
lally-cl@hotmail.com or Elke, 072 483 0558 eoschmitz@
hotmail.com 

Domestic:  Looking for full or part time work, very reliable 
and thorough.Reference contact: Nicole Carroll 072 905 
7400 Evelyn Manamela 079 575 3277

Studio Photography in IFV: Bring your family, spouse, kids 
or dogs for a fun summer shoot. In the studio or outdoor! 
R1400 for a 1 hour shoot, all high res photos supplied on 
disc. Call Lourens now! 079 529 7827

Water Purifiers: Protect your kids and yourself from bacteria 
and viruses in our water. Get a free filter when you pur-
chase a purifier. Try it for a week then make a decision.
Installation will take 10minutes. Contact Laurence  
079 529 7827

4X4 trailer - Including a rooftop tent, kitchen, Gerry cans, 
etc.  Asking price of R30000 (onco). Contact Gavin  
083 440 2823

Our domestic worker, Emma Mehlomekhulu, is looking for 
an additional 2 days work per week, preferably Mondays 
and Thursdays.  She has worked for us for the past 7 years 
and is hardworking and reliable.  Please call Emma on 
0734507591, or myself Claire on 082 562 5983 for a 
reference

Professional Make up Artist - Matric dances, dates, func-
tions, everyday make up or any other occasion. As well as 
make up lessons. Resident of Irene Farm Villages. Contact 
Carly on 082 656 7757 or email carlydup999@gmail.com

I have place for 1 child in the mornings to school from 
August 2012. Phone Tania 082 5655 895

Studio Photography in IFV: Bring your family, spouse, kids 
or dogs for a fun summer shoot. In the studio or outdoor! 
R1400 for a 1 hour shoot, all high res photos supplied on 
disc. Call Lourens now! 079 529 7827

WIRELESS INTERNET IN IRENE FARM VILLAGE!
Starbright IT Solutions can solve all your Internet Problems. 
Contact us today to find out how we can help you!
Email info@starbright.co.za or call us on 012 004 0080.

I am a 20 year old Unisa student looking to au pair or 
babysit children within Irene Farm Villages or Cornwall. I 
am available on weekdays as well as weekends. I have a 
great history with Children and I can e-mail you my cv on 
request. Please contact Lizzy on 084 510 2378 or  
liz.burger@live.com

Domestic: Very reliable and hard working, looking for work 
for two days a week. Has been with me for the last 8 years. 
She comes highly recommended.
For a reference contact Debbie 082 948 5003 
Maria Lehutso 072 713 9725

If you would like to advertise in our smalls 
section, please contact us:  

Tel: 012 662 3505 • 
 E-mail: admin@irenefarmvillages.co.za
The smalls are free and exclusive to 
the residents of Irene Farm Villages






